APPENDIX III
EXERCISES   TO AID WORD DISCRIMINATION
AND COMPREHENSION
THE exercises suggested below should be regarded simply
as a supplementary means of assisting pupils in word
discrimination and in phrase and sentence recognition. As
I have indicated in foregoing chapters, specific word or
phrase drill is no substitute for actual experience with
meaningful reading material. The child learns to read
most effectively if given full preparatory reading experiences,
followed by frequent practice and adequate help with simple
material. There is an immense gap between the exercise
type of reading matter and the content of up-to-date
reading books.
On the other hand there are many children in the initial
stages of reading instruction, and later, a smaller group of
less able pupils, who profit considerably by a little additional
help with special aspects of learning to read. Exercises
can be devised to assist their somewhat uncertain power
of discriminating similar word patterns, e.g. of discriminating
" stop " from " shop." The development of rapid phrase
recognition and later, of phonic analysis, can also be aided.
This help is most efficacious if the exercises are linked with
such useful activities as drawing and colouring, and if they
are so framed as to contain some of the elements of the
game or the puzzle.
Reading exercises may be used as preparation or as
revision for reading selected pages of a book, but they
should never be allowed to replace the creative appeal of
a centre of interest or the pleasure of dramatisation. More-
over, we should always remember that our final objective is
to give the child sufficient facility in the technique of read-
ing to enable him quickly to understand what he is reading.